
2018-2019 Westerville City Schools 
Middle School Course Request Sheet -  Grade 8  

 

Due by Friday, April 20th to your SCIENCE teacher. 

 

Student Name: ______________________________________Student ID#______________  
 

Parent/Guardian Name(s):  ____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: (____)__________________Parent Email: ___________________________________

 

Required Courses 
All 8th graders are required to enroll in 1 language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies course.  

Please circle 1 course from each content area .  The scheduling process should be a team effort involving the student, 
teachers, and the parent(s). We want our students to have the most appropriate course selections that both challenge 

them academically and best prepare them for the future.   Be sure to talk with your current teachers about his or her 

recommendations about which course in each subject is best for you.  
 

Language Arts 8 
 

OR 
 

Advanced Language Arts 8 

Math 8 
 

OR 
 

*8th Grade Algebra 1 1 

Science 8 
 

OR 
 

Advanced Science 8 

Social Studies 8 
OR 

Advanced Social Studies 8 
OR 

*Honors American History 9 2 

  

Elective Courses 
All 8 th  graders must request a minimum of 1 elective course from  Group A  or a maximum of 3 elective courses 

from both  Groups A & B  (with at least 1 course being from   Group A).  When selecting your courses, please 
indicate your first, second and third choices by writing the numbers “1”, “2,” and “3” next to the course names.  

 

Group A   - students must choose at least 1 
________     Spanish 1 3  (meets daily) 
________     Art Foundations 4 

________     Wellness  

Group B 
 ________    Band 
________     Orchestra 
________     Choir 

Course requests do not guarantee enrollment in the class.   

 
*Notes:  

1. 8th grade Algebra 1 is a high school course. Students enrolling in this course must have completed Accelerated 
Math 7 in seventh grade. Successful completion of this couse will earn 1.0 high school credit. 

2. Honors American History 9 is a high school course. Students enrolling in this course must have completed the 
compacted course Compacted Social Studies 7-8. Successful completion of this course will earn 1.0 high school 
credit with a 1.125 honors weight.  

3. Spanish 1 is a high school course. Successful completion of this course will earn 1.0 high school credit.  
4. Art Foundations is a high school course. Successful completion of this course will earn 0.5 high school credit.  

High school grades and credits earned in middle school are recorded on the official high school transcript.  
 
Parent/Guardian 
Signature:_________________________________________________________________ 

BE SURE TO HAVE YOUR FORM SIGNED BY A PARENT/GUARDIAN PRIOR TO RETURNING IT. 
All efforts will be made to meet the above requests. 

  



Grade 8 Course Descriptions  
Language Arts 8 
Language Arts 8 follows  Ohio’s Learning Standards for English Language Arts and  includes four strands: reading, writing, speaking 
and listening, and language. Students work on developing skills in each of these areas in order to build a foundation for college and 
career readiness expectations. These skills include comprehension of literary and informational text, using evidence and reasoning to 
persuade and explain, building vocabulary, using correct grammar, and communicating through a variety of media.   
 
Advanced Language Arts 8 
Advanced Language Arts 8 follows the same scope and sequence as Language Arts 8,  but instruction is differentiated by teaching 
advanced skills with grade level material, and teaching grade level skills with above grade level materials. Teachers also use the 
strategies from the William and Mary Gifted Integrated Curriculum Model to differentiate instruction. Students should demonstrate 
advanced and independent reading and writing skills, and also be willing to engage in critical discussions inside and outside the 
classroom. Added expectations include participation in problem-based learning, tiered assignments or stations, and additional time 
reading and writing outside of class.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Math 8 
Math 8 follows  Ohio’s Learning Standards for Mathematics.  Instructional time focuses on three critical areas: (1) formulating and 
reasoning about expressions and equations, including modeling an association in bivariate data with a linear equation, and solving 
linear equations and systems of linear equation; (2) understanding the concept of a function and using functions to describe 
quantitative relationships; (3) analyzing two‐ and three‐dimensional space and figures using distance, angle, similarity, and 
congruence, and understanding and applying the Pythagorean Theorem. Together with the learning standards, the Standards for 
Mathematical Practice (skills and processes) allow students to experience mathematics as a coherent, useful, and logical subject that 
makes use of their ability to make sense of problem situations. Students completing Math 8 will enroll in Algebra 1 as high school 
freshmen. 
 
8th Grade Algebra 1 
8th Grade Algebra 1 contains content from Ohio’s Learning Standards for Mathematics for Algebra 1 in addition to some content 
covered in Math 8. Formalizing and extending the mathematics students learned in seventh grade, units in 8th Grade Algebra 1 deepen 
and extend the understanding of linear and exponential relationships and the Pythagorean Theorem to engage students in methods for 
analyzing, solving, and using quadratic functions and equations. Together with the learning standards, the Standards for Mathematical 
Practice (skills and processes) allow students to experience mathematics as a coherent, useful, and logical subject that makes use of 
their ability to make sense of problem situations. This course differs from High School Algebra 1 in that it also contains content from 
8th grade and, when compared to the high school course, demands a faster pace for instruction and learning. The combination of 
Accelerated Math 7 and 8th Grade Algebra 1, places the student on a path to take Advanced Placement (AP) Calculus as a high school 
student.  Successful completion of this course will earn 1.0 high school credit. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Science 8 
Science 8 follows Ohio’s Learning Standards for Science and includes topics in Physical, Earth and Space, and Life Science. Science 8 
incorporates scientific practices such as inquiry, experimental design, the use of models, data analysis, critical thinking, and using 
evidence to construct and communicate explanations. Content addressed includes: (1) forces and motion; (2) Earth science (Earth’s 
composition and movement, geologic processes, geologic time); (2) change over time (species diversification and fossil records); and 
(3) genetics and adaptation.  
 
Advanced Science 8 
Advanced Science 8 follows the same scope and sequence as Science 8. Added expectations include outside reading, integration of 
technical writing skills, and rigorous student-directed learning, as well as additional opportunities for independent research, unique 
design challenges, and scientific inquiry. This allows students in Advanced Science 8 to move at a faster pace in order to increase the 
breadth and depth of content learned. Teachers also use the strategies from the William and Mary Gifted Integrated Curriculum Model 
to differentiate instruction. Students should expect to spend additional time outside of class completing assignments. Students may be 
expected to participate in Invention Convention, Science Fair, or Future City.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Social Studies 8 
Social Studies 8 follows Ohio’s Learning Standards for Social Studies. The course provides an in-depth study of U.S. History from 
pre-colonization to the Reconstruction period following the U.S. Civil War. Four social studies strands (history, geography, 
government, and economics) are used to illustrate how historic events are shaped by geographic, social, cultural, economic and 
political factors, and how ideas and events from the past have shaped the world today. Additionally, students develop an understanding 
of historical thinking and skills, civic participation, and geography. Course topics include colonization of North America, American 
independence movement and Revolutionary War, the creation of the U.S. Federal Government, westward expansion, Civil War, and 
Reconstruction. Social Studies 8 also incorporates Ohio’s Learning Standards for Financial Literacy and economic decision making 
skills required for all middle school students.  
 



Advanced Social Studies 8 
Advanced Social Studies 8 follows the same scope and sequence as Social Studies 8. Added expectations include student-led and 
student-directed assignments and projects. Teachers also use the strategies from the William and Mary Gifted Integrated Curriculum 
Model to differentiate instruction. Students should expect longer and more rigorous reading assignments and be able to work 
independently outside of class; they may be expected to complete year-long research projects or participate in National History Day or 
Mock Trial events.  
 
Honors American History 9 
Honors American History 9 follows Ohio’s Learning Standards for Social Studies and includes one semester each of American 
History 1 and American History 2. This class is a high school level course that is offered at the 8th grade level only for students who 
have successfully completed Compacted Social Studies 7-8. This class examines the history - including the political, economic and 
social events - of the United States of America from the 1800s to the present. Students learn to locate and analyze primary and 
secondary sources, draw conclusions from multiple perspectives, and find meaning, application, and relevance in history for today’s 
citizens. Honors American History 9 is designed for students that have a high interest in understanding, analyzing, and critically 
thinking about historical events. Students should demonstrate advanced and independent reading and writing skills, be willing to 
engage in critical discussions inside and outside the classroom, and plan to complete an integrated course project with presentation. 
Successful completion of this course will earn 1.0 high school credit with a 1.125 honors weight.  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Group A Elective Options 
 

Spanish 1 ( meets  every day  for the entire school year) 
Spanish 1 consists of the basic concepts of language, including listening, speaking, reading, writing, and culture. Daily work outside of 
the classroom is required. This consists of learning vocabulary and the language structure, practice exercises, and preparing for 
quizzes, tests, projects and/or presentations. 
 
Art Foundations (meets  every other day  for the entire school year) 
Art Foundations is the entry level course in the Westerville City Schools High School Visual Art curriculum. It is recommended as the 
first art class in a sequence of classes. The course is designed to promote critical thinking skills through making artwork, research and 
aesthetic problem solving. Students are introduced to the history of art and the role of visual art in sociocultural development. Lessons 
are mainly project-based and designed to encourage students to make connections between visual art and other subject areas. 
Evaluation is based upon art-making, mastery of concepts, involvement and improvement. 
 
Wellness (meets  every other day  for the entire school year) 
Wellness is divided into two major topics of study: health and physical fitness. The health component will be approximately 12 weeks 
and will cover social and mental health, relationships, nutrition, substance abuse, and reproductive health. The physical fitness 
component will be approximately six weeks and will include invasion games, net/wall games, striking and fielding, and overall fitness 
planning through the use of Fitnessgram.  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Group B Elective Options (8th Grade Music Options) 
Band 
8th Grade Band is a continuation of 7th Grade Band and follows Ohio’s Music Standards for Grade 8. Through playing along and as 
an ensemble, student learn to read and perform instrumental music. This includes practicing techniques, reading notes and rhythms, 
interpreting music, and evaluating other performances. This class works to develop the playing technique and musicianship of students 
into more advanced musicians. Evening performances are a part of this class. If you are interested in joining and have not played 
before, please see a band teacher for recommendations. 
 
Orchestra 
8th Grade Orchestra is a continuation of 7th Grade Orchestra and follows Ohio’s Music Standards for Grade 8. Through playing along 
and as an ensemble, student learn to read and perform instrumental music. This includes practicing techniques, reading notes and 
rhythms, interpreting music, and evaluating other performances. This class works to develop the playing technique and musicianship 
of students into more advanced musicians. Evening performances are a part of this class. If you are interested in joining and have not 
played before, please see a band teacher for recommendations. 
 
Choir 
8th Grade Choir follows Ohio’s Music Standards for Grade 8. Singing music from different cultures, time periods and in many styles, 
students learn to read and perform music through singing in an ensemble or choir. This includes practicing singing techniques, reading 
notes and rhythms, interpreting music, and evaluating other performances. This class works to develop the singing technique and 
musicianship of students into more advanced musicians. Evening performances are a part of this class. Students are not required to 
have participated in 7th Grade Choir to join. 


